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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday March 19, 2008  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday March 19, 2008, at the Municipal 

Building Mount Kisco, New York. 
 

Members Present:      Chairman Kevin Kelly 

    Anne Houck    
    Bruce Hartleben 

    Nancy Abramson  

      
Members Absent:  None 

  

Staff Present:  None    
      

Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 

 

Returning Cases:  
 

 None 

 
New Cases: 

 

 1. Citi Smith Barney      Case #ARB08-03 
    66 S. Moger Avenue      Signage 

   Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

  
 James Polinsky, representing the applicant 
 

James Polinsky: Enclosed I have the photos. The sign proposed is 8 inches by 18 inches. 
It will be mounted by double sided tape on the   window.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Do you know if they are going to rename everything? 
 

James Polinsky: Not to my knowledge. 

 
Chairman Kelly: No lighting on this just the plaque. This will be on the inside of the 

glass? 
 

James Polinsky: It is on the exterior of the glass. It has vinyl letters which are an inch 

and a quarter. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Does the board have any questions? 

 
Anne Houck: No. 

 

Chairman Kelly: A motion? 
 

Bruce Hartleben: I move to accept as proposed. 
 

Nancy Abramson: Second. 

 
Board All Ayes to accept as proposed. 

 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye on the motion 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 

Anne Houck: Aye 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 

 2. Chappaqua Toffee     Case #ARB08-09 

     255 N. Bedford Rd     Signage 
    Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

   
   Jennifer Harris – applicant 

 

Jennifer Harris: I am here because I am interested in changing the sign. I have rented the space 
formally known as Danielle Chocolatier’s. I want to change the sign to represent my company 

colors. Because I am in the back and I mostly will be doing wholesale, I would like to have my 
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phone number and or my website on the sign. This is mostly wholesale not retail customers. I 

receive mostly orders from my website and will distribute from my store and they will need to 
know how to contact me. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Let’s talk about the sign, size, and color. 
 

Jennifer Harris: This has been my first business venture. This will stay the same size as the 
existing monument. The only change will be the color from the dark green to a tan. The colors 

are represented on the last page and he put the names of the colors. Those are the three colors 

that I use throughout my company. I have them on my business card as well. The font size is 
listed on the third to last page. The font type is also changing to the font that I use. I also have 

additional pictures.  

 
Anne Houck: Most of us are familiar with the sight and sign. We reviewed this sign not too long 

ago. 

 
Nancy Abramson: It looks good to me.  

 
Chairman Kelly: The phone number is the only issue.  

 

Anne Houck: That and the website address.  
 

Jennifer Harris: That I care less about. As Nancy pointed out it would be difficult to read while 

driving by in a car. As I drove around Mt. Kisco my observation was that I do not see phone 
numbers on signs. I started looking at who has their phone numbers on sign and what I saw was 

the service industry has their phone numbers on the signs, and in a way I feel similar like for 

example Midas Muffler has their number, and I feel maybe you might want to call to see if you 
need an appointment. You are not going in as a retail customer per say you are going in as a 

business transaction. Since I would have most of my customers contact me through the phone or 

internet site I would love to have that on there.  
 

Chairman Kelly: Talk to me about some of the history. Have we ever approved signage with the 
phone number? 

 

Nancy Placona: I do not believe you would have a problem with the phone number it would be 
the website that would cause the problem, as if motorists trying to jot it down while passing by. 

 

Nancy Abramson: Here we are letting somebody explain what their company is, instead of 
allowing the tag line. 

 

Nancy Placona: She does have the rear entrance to her business. 
 

Anne Houck: It is a difficult space to showcase. 
 

Bruce Hartleben: The other wholesalers don’t have the word wholesale. 

 
Nancy Placona: No. 

 

Nancy Abramson: If you look at the flower shop on Lexington, you can’t even read their sign. The 
Planning Board made them come back and put a tag line “by appointment only”. 

 

Nancy Placona: You see the same thing on 96 Lexington Avenue. That was put in place because 
of parking issues. 

Anne Houck: You have no parking issues. 
 

Nancy Abramson: I do not have a problem with the sign. 

 
Anne Houck: Nor do I. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Any problem with the colors, font? I think that it is a pretty classy looking sign. I 
think what we are saying is to remove the website. 

 

Nancy Abramson: So you just want to take that off? 
 

Chairman Kelly: The sign man can spread out the text. 

 
Anne Houck: My recommendation would be to spread out Chappaqua Toffee a little bit more. 

 
Jennifer Harris: Do I then share this information with John? 

 

Nancy Abramson: We will write it down for you. 
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Chairman Kelly: We are taking out the website page, and we are going to make up that distance 
in between Chappaqua larger and Toffee Company larger. Keep the same font. 

 

Anne Houck: I move that we accept the application with the amendments suggested by the 
board. 

 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 

 

Board All Ayes to approve as noted. 
 

Anne Houck: Aye on the motion 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 

Chairman Kelly: Aye. 

 
 

 3. New Great Wall     Case #ARB08-10 
    454 Main Street     Signage 

    Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
   Yong Yang, applicant 

 

Chairman Kelly: Can you explain what you want to do here. 
Yong Yang: I would like to change the color of the sign. 

 

Chairman Kelly: This is the same sign box? 
 

Yong Yang: Yes. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Inserting the same name in the existing space. 

 
Yong Yang: Yes. 

 

Chairman Kelly: What color is this? 
 

Yong Yang: Brown. 

 
Nancy Abramson: Do we have any pictures? 

 

Nancy Placona: The photos that I have indicate black and white, to match the existing on that 
strip of stores. All he is looking to do is replace the face of the sign box. 

 
Chairman Kelly: So is it black and white or is an anodized? 

 

Nancy Placona: It is black that matches the rest of the signage. 
 

Anne Houck: His has not been black? 

 
Nancy Placona: Currently it is not black. His sign right now has color and he wants to match the 

rest of the businesses. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Is there any reason why we have two different types of fonts? 

 
Nancy Abramson: Do you know what we mean? 

 

Yong Yang: No. 
 

Chairman Kelly: See this style of this lettering is different than this style. I understand the 

difference in size. I am just wondering why they don’t match. 
 

Nancy Abramson: Do you know what a font is? 

 
Yong Yang: No. 

 

Nancy Abramson: It is the type or style of the letter. 
Chairman Kelly: Look at that and see how this curves and this letter is straight? I am asking you 

can we get the lettering to be all the same style? This can be bigger but match all the letters. 
 

Nancy Abramson: What was it before? 
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Chairman Kelly: All block letters.  

 
Too many people speaking 

 

Anne Houck: The sign man that gave you the design was keeping the same idea as the previous. 
I would definitely keep this. (showing applicant the preferred font) 

 
Chairman Kelly: That is my only comment to see if we can the font to match the style. I don’t 

mind it being larger or bolder.  

 
Anne Houck: I agree that it would be an improvement.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Do you understand what we are saying? Match the style of lettering, and it can 
be larger. The font must be the same. This is not up and made is it Nancy? 

 

Nancy Placona: No. 
 

Chairman Kelly: can we get a motion? 
 

Nancy Abramson: I make a motion that we accept with the stipulation that the fonts need to 

match. 
 

Chairman Kelly: We prefer the lower font. 

 
Anne Houck: Second. 

 

Board All Ayes as noted. 
 

Nancy Abramson: Aye on the motion 

Anne Houck: Aye on the second 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 

Chairman Kelly: Aye 
 

 4. Denis Kraljevic     Case #ARB08-08 

     39 West Way      Additions/Alterations 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 Denis Kraljevic, applicant 

 
Denis Kraljevic: This is a display of the houses in my neighborhood. This one here is my house. 

This was not structurally sound, so this need to come down. 

 
Nancy Abramson: Have you done this already? 

 
Denis Kraljevic: No, we just removed the siding. Originally we thought that we were just going to 

reside it. There was a garage door here that was falling down so we took it down and put up a 

temporary door.  
 

Nancy Abramson: Can we see the other side? This is really cleaver. (referring to display board) 

 
Anne Houck: It is very interesting that you can see the progression of the add ions and the 

remodeling. 

 
Denis Kraljevic: This is the way my house is all the way around. Basically this is how the front will 

look with the same siding. I am in the construction business so I will be doing all the work 
myself. The roof shingles are the same slate gray. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Grills or no grills in the windows? 
 

Denis Kraljevic: No grills. Just exactly the way it is illustrated on the plans. 

 
Chairman Kelly: It is not documented on the plans the sizes of the windows. 

 

Denis Kraljevic: The existing window which I will replace with the same and they are 54 in height 
and 48 in width. They are going to be the same.  

 

Anne Houck: The triple is a little larger. 
 

Denis Kraljevic: It will be a triple casing and it will 65 inches. 
 

Chairman Kelly: The garage door will be what? 
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Denis Kraljevic: The garage door is 14 feet wide. 

 
Chairman Kelly: And it will be made of?  

 

Denis Kraljevic: Cedar, just squares. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Stained?  
 

Denis Kraljevic: Stained to match. 

Chairman Kelly: These are reversed gables? 
 

Denis Kraljevic: Yes.  

 
Anne Houck: This is the eve over the garage door? 

 

Denis Kraljevic: Correct. 
 

Chairman Kelly: This is going to be copper (referring to plans)? 
 

Denis Kraljevic: Yes. Three sections will be copper. The dormer will be matching roof shingles.  

 
Chairman Kelly: No corner boards?  

 

Denis Kraljevic: No. There are going to be three sconces, one on each side of the garage and one 
at the door. That column there will be square. 

 

Anne Houck: Do you have any decisions made about the sconces? 
 

Denis Kraljevic: About what kind of sconces? No. Pretty much lantern sconces. 

 
Anne Houck: Like the ones on the back porch? 

 
Denis Kraljevic: they have ones that match those. 

 

Anne Houck: That would be a good idea. 
 

Denis Kraljevic: That or I will match the copper.  

 
Chairman Kelly: Not that this is critical but when you wrap the corner, how will you detail that? 

 

Denis Kraljevic: It is a separate section so that will be regular roofing. All these houses were built 
in 1949, and you see everybody is doing additions and alterations.  

 
Nancy Abramson: Are there any left that have not done anything? (referring to the display board) 

 

Denis Kraljevic: Yes there are a few. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Are there any further questions? Can I get a motion? 

 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the application as it was presented to the board. 

 

Nancy Abramson: Second 
 

Board All Ayes as presented. 
 

Anne Houck: Aye on the motion 

Nancy Abramson: Aye on the second 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye 

Chairman Kelly: Aye 

 
 3. The Helmes Group     Case #ARB08-05 

      423 Lexington Avenue    Addition/Alterations 

       Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

      Steve Helmes, representing the application 

 
Steve Helmes: This is the former Mt Kisco Seafood building. It is in the GR zone. We were at the 

Planning Board a couple of weeks ago for a conceptual. My client actually has a business Bella 
Dry wall and he would like to a former retail use and make it offices. It is about 1,000 square 

feet. We want to keep the footprint. This building is in need of a face lift. He would like to restore 

it and rebuild it working with the existing footprint and we meet all the parking requirements. 
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However we want to increase the second floor to get a little more height, it is only about six feet. 

To give a flavor of what we are trying to put back in. This is the existing and this is the proposed. 
(Viewing of the plans) Being in the business they are very sensitive to the materials and we want 

to give it a very clean New England type crisp look with a wood shingle roof. Double hung 

windows with mutton inflated glass. Wood paneled shutters. We want to use hardy planks for the 
siding. Corner board to enhance the roof and the cupola. Again we are not completed with our 

drawings. Basically we are here tonight to get a response from your board. It is not a huge 
building and the owner lives here in Mt Kisco and looks to your board for any input that I can 

share with him and incorporate it into our drawings. I am sure that you are all familiar with the 

site. He wants to enhance the site with some cobblestone over here. A new entrance walk with a 
lamp post sign. We would put some decorative gates here to keep the neighborhood from parking 

back here. 

 
Nancy Abramson: Basically you are adding more space. 

 

Steve Helmes: We are not adding more space just increasing the head room.  
 

Nancy Abramson: There is no square footage there? 
 

Steve Helmes: The second floor if you look at the rear elevation we want to clean it up and build 

over the one story, which is very minimum. Again the building footprint stays the same. 
 

Chairman Kelly: The additional is 7’4? 

 
Steve Helmes: Right. 

 

Nancy Abramson: This is going to offices?  
 

Steve Helmes: A total of four. 

 
Nancy Abramson: You are before the Planning Board and I am sure that it is all about parking. 

 
Steve Helmes: We have met with Austin and we comply with our parking. There is parking here 

that is being swapped and we are getting rid of an oil tank and getting rid of this parking which is 

illegal. 
 

Nancy Abramson: I recognize that it is not a purview but I know that parking is what it always 

comes down to.  
 

Steve Helmes: We are going to try and create that buffer that the board wants. It is a tight site 

but small enough where we can doll it up. 
 

Anne Houck: There is a residential area on each side of you. 
 

Steve Helmes: We are sensitive to that. 

 
Nancy Abramson: The point that I would like to make farther down on Lexington Avenue and I 

don’t know if we approved it there are is a copula with a light shinning and it is actually on 

Lexington. But behind it is West Street, and I know that people have said to me that it is really 
annoying because it is so high and the light shines into the neighborhood.  

 

Steve Helmes: That question was raised with site lighting we are creating a photometric site plan 
back in here. Very simply we will have the lighting up front.  

 
Nancy Abramson: My concern was with the copula on top. 

Steve Helmes: That is something that we can talk to him about. It is not like a clock tower. 

 
Nancy Abramson: Like I said the building on Lexington is lit and it is adjacent to a residential 

neighborhood. 

 
Steve Helmes: Being that this building is very narrow the height is under the code. Equipment 

with respect to HVAC that will be housed with cedar fencing around it to conceal it. I think that 

cleaning up the site and getting rid of the oil tank will be an improvement. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Are you taking this to the foundation or the plate? 

 
Steve Helmes: We would like to take it down to the plate. We have been back and forth with 

Austin about this. The smell in the building is quite strong. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Where are you going for the handicap accessibility? 
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Steve Helmes: There is a ramp in the back. 

 
Chairman Kelly: I did not see that. I think that it is a great improvement. Do you want to give us 

colors? 

 
Steve Helmes: Actually I have colors noted. We would like to go with a red cedar shingle for the 

roof. Hardy planks with about a five inch exposure, and that would be white. I may want to warm 
that up and white trim. Raised panel shutters would be black. A wood door to match the trim. 

White window trim and a three and half window casings. Landscaping will be provided to the 

planning board. 
 

Anne Houck: That is the Planning Board purview but we would love to see it. It does affect the 

appearance of the overall site so we would love to see it. 
 

Chairman Kelly: The color of the door natural? 

 
Steve Helmes: Probably to match the shutters. 

 
Nancy Abramson: We are not approving this? 

 

Steve Helmes: We are half way into our drawings and we are still before the Planning Board and 
address their concerns. Is there light in the cupola yes or no? 

 

Nancy Abramson: If were up to me I would vote no.  
Chairman Kelly: The round window with light might not be too bad.  

 

Anne Houck: Look at the cupola on Lexington Avenue and you will see what the problem is. It is 
also a much higher building. Good Luck. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Could we approve this subject to Planning Board approval and not ask him to 
come back again? 

 
Nancy Placona: You could approve it as long as your board is satisfied esthetically, materials and 

condition of Planning Board approval. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Is everyone comfortable with that? It still would be subject to Planning Board 

approval. We are just blessing the architectural style. Unless they have to come back with a 

major change. 
 

Steve Helmes: The only thing would be the drainage on the site. It is actually a decrease of 

impervious surface.  
 

Nancy Abramson: As long as we add the footnote that there are no changes. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Does someone want to make a motion? 

 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the application as presented given that there are no 

significant changes occur in the application. Also pursuant to the approval of the Planning Board 

and the illumination guidelines to be applied to this application. 
 

Bruce Hartleben: Second. 

 
Board All Ayes as noted. 

 
Anne Houck: Aye on the motion. 

Bruce Hartleben: Aye on the second 

Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 

 

 6. Fourmen Construction/    Case #ARB08-07 
     Zumback Electronics    Façade Alterations 

     140 Kisco Avenue 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
  

     Gary Furfaro, representing the applicant 

 
Gary Furfaro: Basically what we are doing is changing out an old storefront that is on the side of 

the building and replacing some old doors. (viewing of the plan) This is the storefront that we are 
addressing.  

 

Chairman Kelly: Do you have colors? 
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Gary Furfaro: Everything is going to be basically bronze tones to match the top of the building. 
 

Nancy Abramson: Do we have pictures? 

 
Gary Furfaro: That is the aluminum and here are the pictures. 

 
Chairman Kelly: The frame of the window?  

 

Gary Furfaro: This is going to be a new window and this window will be aluminum. This is just an 
example of the material. 

 

Chairman Kelly: The upper panels here are that color? 
 

Gary Furfaro: They are going to be brown bronze tone to match.  

 
Chairman Kelly: The long panel underneath this is ribbed detail same color? 

 
 Gary Furfaro: Yes, same color same material.  

 

Chairman Kelly: The window now is a four panel window verses a single? 
 

Gary Furfaro: Yes. This is an aluminum storefront that is there now and all of that will be 

removed. That door gets eliminated. This door is a hollow metal door and will stay the same and 
same color. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Re-installing awnings? Are they going to be the same awnings? 
 

Gary Furfaro: Same exact awnings. We are not changing any signage. 

 
Chairman Kelly: What is this detail above the door? 

 
Gary Furfaro: That is a piece of aluminum that was painted and is stating to peel. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Is that being replaced? 
 

Gary Furfaro: Yes. 

 
Nancy Abramson: Do you have a sample of the color? 

 

Gary Furfaro: No. 
 

Chairman Kelly: This is just a sample of the material not the color. 
 

Gary Furfaro: We are matching what is at the top of the building all the way around. 

 
Anne Houck: Is it visible in the photos?  

 

Chairman Kelly: You can see it on the door. 
 

Nancy Abramson: Is this coming down? (referring to the awnings) 

 
Anne Houck: No they are staying exactly the same. What is changing to brown is this gray and 

above it. The concrete block is staying the same? 
 

Gary Furfaro: At this point yes. He hasn’t decided whether he is going to paint or not. I am sure 

as soon as we change the color that is going to happen. 
 

Anne Houck: Any ideas as to what that will look like.  

 
Gary Furfaro: I would imagine it will be some sort of brown. The front of the building is a brown 

split face block. I would think that he would match. 

 
Nancy Abramson: This whole building is one company? 

 

Gary Furfaro: Yes. I believe at one time it was two or three companies. 
 

Anne Houck: I believe in the mid 80’s Zumbauch came in and bought the whole building. 
 

Gary Furfaro: Most of this you will not see from the front of the building, because there are two 

wing walls on the side. 
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Anne Houck: You would see it if you were coming down Kisco Ave. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Do we have any more questions, or a motion? 

 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion that we accept this application as it was presented. 

Chairman Kelly: I would appreciate that you come back if your client is thinking of changing 
colors. 

 

Gary Furfaro: If we are going to change signage or anything we will be back. 
 

Bruce Hartleben: Second. 

 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve as presented. 

 

Nancy Abramson: Aye on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye on the second 

Anne Houck: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye 

 

 7. John Bucolo       Case #ARB08-04 
      117 St. Marks Place     Residential/ 

      Mount Kisco, New York 10549        New Construction 

 
              John Bucolo, applicant 

              Rocco Lofaro, contractor 

 
This section of the tape malfunctioned so minutes will be summarized from this point. 

 

Discussions were opened with the viewing of the photos. The proposed plan is to demo the 
existing house and rebuild with a modular home. Plans were reviewed and the board questioned 

the set backs since a survey of the lot was not provided. Materials were questioned and the 
applicant was asked to provide color samples. The applicant responded that the house is pre-

painted and they would request color samples from the modular company. The chairman question 

whether real or cultured stone would be used and it was decided that real stone would be the 
material and it would be light brown in color. The Chairman also requested that roof samples be 

shown. Board Member Anne Houck brought to the attention of the applicant that a window on the 

right side of the house did not seem to be proportion and this was a more visible side and to take 
into consideration the relocation of the window 

The concerns of the board were the height of the house and where the house would sit on the 

property and if all the setbacks would be met with no zoning issues. The step height on the front 
porch did not comply with code and that would have to be corrected. At this point the board had 

advised the applicant to return next month with a proper survey that showed the setbacks to be 
compliant, verify the height, front porch steps, details regarding the windows and materials, 

colors and photographs. 

 
 8. Northern Westchester Hospital   Case #ARB08-11 

     ER Expansion       Commercial 

     400 Main Street      Additions/ 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549   Alterations 

 

    Mike Caruso, Chris Shopinsky, representing the hospital 
    Douglas Mayne, and Steven Doherty, SLAM Collaborative 

 
A PowerPoint presentation was made to the board regarding the ER Expansion. This applicant is 

currently before the Planning Board.  

 
Steven Doherty: I would like to start with the slides of the campus. We are now looking at the 

entrance from St. Marks Place and over here is the view from Boltis. Obviously St. Marks Place 

would be the greatest visibility. This is only a two story project compared to the eight stories that 
exist. It will not be another tower on the sight. This slide is looking at the three side of the 

hospital. Now the ER department site plan shows in the lighter tone Wallace which is existing. 

The darker tone is the addition itself. This is going to be a new emergency room department right 
in front of the existing. Going back to the photographs are the three sides on the east you have 

the main entrance to the hospital as it transitions around toward the new addition. The middle is 

the southern exposure which is the broad side that we attached to with the new ER and the last 
image is the hodgepodge behind the building with the loading docks. These photos are the close-

ups of the addition. Here is a photo of the loop road that we are capturing. This here is the 
parking area and we will come back to you regarding that. 

 

Nancy Abramson: That is a big deal and I have heard a lot of talk about it. 
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Chairman Kelly: The ER parking drop off is done. The new loop road is all around. The only 
parking on the high side is for emergency drop off only? 

 

Steven Doherty: Yes. 
 

Nancy Abramson: This project is contingent upon Planning Board approval? 
 

Steven Doherty: Yes. 

 
Chairman Kelly: The canopy area is a drop off zone? It doesn’t look that way in the site plan. 

Maybe because of the green space. 

 
Steven Doherty: In the blue tone here it is a two way traffic sized road and there is a crosswalk 

with pavers, and that is also here in the reverse curve which will take you off the two way traffic. 

Bruce Hartleben: So what is shown there as green is drivable? 
 

Steven Doherty: Yes that is a paved surface and you have a walking surface under the canopy 
and the entry door. 

 

Inaudible Too Many People Speaking 
 

Chairman Kelly: The beige area is under the canopy. That area there isn’t that a continuation 

(referring to site plan)  
 

Steven Doherty: We have very large buffer zones to give the entrance a very welcoming feel. 

This area is the main buffer area. There will be seating in this garden area. This area in here is 
the area where the patients are seen. 

 

Chairman Kelly: I like the garden area. In this area wouldn’t it be the last thing you would want 
is to have all glass in this area? I just can’t visualize how that is going to work.  

 
Steven Doherty: Right now what you have is very clinical and any help to lighten this and make it 

a little more friendly and welcoming with more light. 

 
Chairman Kelly: I understand about the day light it is just is it functional. 

 

Douglas Mayne: Other hospitals have found that it is helpful in the healing. 
 

Steven Doherty: On this side here we have clear glass and frosted glass that will help to screen 

patients. Also along the windows we have Meco Shades and we have the 60% pattern. We don’t 
want to just rely on the shade that is why we have some mosaic glass. 

 
Chairman Kelly: If you were to take out all that glass, I do like what is happening there but you 

would change out the glass? 

 
Steven Doherty: Yes. This area here is the public area and the walkway connecting to the main 

parking area, We are trying to consolidate all the foot traffic so people do not have to deal with 

the traffic. Around the corner is the ambulance area. 
 

Chairman Kelly: Can I ask you a flow question...I come in to the ER and I want to go to the drop 

off area there and I have already past the entrance to the parking space. Do I have to go all the 
way down here and turn around to get back? 

 
Steven Doherty: Yes. That is because it is a paved parking area. 

Chairman Kelly: I am just thinking of the flow. 

 
Douglas Mayne: We put this turn around in here for that purpose. We have toyed with it in this 

section as well, that created quite a bit of problems. It is not quite 100%.  

 
Chairman Kelly: My concern is in an actual emergency who is arriving, I think that it would be a 

problem. Right now you have those eight spots out front and it is convenient for the patients. 

 
Douglas Mayne: There will be a valet service to guide the cars in. 

 

Anne Houck: I have been to hospitals that have taken your car and parked it. 
 

Mike Caruso: This way you will be seen just about immediately. We have just gone through some 
major changes and how the flow is and attending to the patients quicker. 

 

Anne Houck: What is going on, on the second floor of this façade? 
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Mike Caruso: This is just going to be a shell space for right now in hopes of an ICU unit. 
 

Nancy Abramson: So how are you going to insure that people are going to be seen quicker? 

 
Mike Caruso: We are trying to do away with the waiting approach in the waiting room. Not saying 

that you are not going to wait inside but you are at least going to get inside and you will get 
triage right away and they will take all your information while you are in the room.  

 

Inaudible Too Many People Speaking 
 

Steven Doherty: That is why we are changing the flow. 

 
Nancy Abramson: Doesn’t this depend on the amount of people available to see you? 

 

Steven Doherty: It is largely administrative and the two are intertwined at this point. This plan 
reflects the administrative effort and I am sure there are going to be bad days but we will work 

through it. 
 

Nancy Abramson: But it is all about the staffing.  

 
Mike Caruso: I don’t know how recently you have been to the hospital but this new process 

currently underway right now. So you should see a quicker response. 

 
Chairman Kelly: This second new spine over here can the average person get in here? 

 

Steven Doherty: There will be way finding signage to direct you. 
 

Chairman Kelly: I come in and there is no drop off zone and now the valet has to come across 

the street and stop the traffic. 
 

Steven Doherty: We are hoping that it does not happen a lot.  
 

Douglas Mayne: We understand that it needs a little more thought in this area. We feel most of 

the traffic does come off of Rt. 117, but yes you will be able to come in from Moore.  
 

Steven Doherty: Most of our intent for that road was ambulances only. WE felt we would not be 

able to control.  
 

Anne Houck: The current façade material the hospital is comfortable with what you are doing? 

 
Douglas Mayne: We felt we put together a pretty decent approach here. We have many boards 

look at this and we are comfortable. 
 

Chairman Kelly: The roof is really green?  

 
Mike Caruso: We have a donor with interest in this so that is what it will be. 

 

Chairman Kelly: In reality it will cost a fortune and I know the hospital will be crunching 
numbers. 

 

Chris Shopinsky: There is a donor that specifically gave money for this roof.  
 

Chairman Kelly: If that is the case is there a way to functionally that space? 
 

Chris Shopinsky: Initially there was an accessible roof guard but that was eliminated.  

 
Chairman Kelly: I was just thinking for the doctors and nurses and some downtime. It would be a 

sweet space for them. 

 
Mike Caruso: That was specifically earmarked. 

 

Anne Houck: Should this get approved and built are there any other changes on the site looking 
forward to a ten year plan. 

 

Mike Caruso: Yes, along with this we are planning on a parking structure. 
 

Anne Houck: In addition to the parking structure? 
 

Mike Caruso: At this point in time the generator building. Our emergency generators are almost 

at their capacity, so we felt that we had to build a room for the emergency generators. If you are 
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talking about the overall ten year plan that was originally submitted that was pulled back and this 

was put in its placed. We want to do the ER expansion and whatever it takes to do that. Because 
there have been so many changes I do not want to give you a definitive answer. Certainly there 

is always a need for expansion like our OR rooms but that would mostly be internal. The hospital 

is so dynamic that I really could not give you a definitive answer. 
 

Anne Hock: I understand I was just curious. 
 

Chairman Kelly: I am assuming that this is all mechanical equipment up. What is the height of 

that and is this to scale because it looks very massive in height. It looks very chunky. 
 

Mike Caruso: It is very massive. On the roof top we have a penthouse proper which needs to be 

indoors. It is all wrapped in a nondescript louver for airflow. A combination of that material it will 
be brought back from the roof edge. 

 

Chairman Kelly: Is there anything else that you wanted to discuss tonight? 
 

Mike Caruso: We just wanted to get in front of you tonight to let you know the design and 
materials.  

 

Anne Houck: I like the design.  
 

Chairman Kelly: My concern is about the traffic flow. It is not our domain and it is a Planning 

Board issue but also one of my concerns. 
 

Mike Caruso: We are not through with them yet and I know that their concern is the parking 

structure. 
 

Nancy Abramson: We don’t have any in town. 

 
Mike Caruso: We are hoping to be the first. We did have a site visit with them this past Saturday 

and we made lots of notes regarding their concerns. We flew balloons so that they could see the 
height of the building and how it would be seen from Main St.  

 

Chairman Kelly: How large of a parking garage are we talking about? 
 

Mike Caruso: About five hundred cars. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Is some of it going to be underground? 

 

Mike Caruso: It is still being looked at. We are trying to be as creative as we can. 
 

Nancy Abramson: It is a very big deal 
 

Mike Caruso: At what point do we come back. 

 
Nancy Placona: You need to get further along with the Planning Board and they are talking about 

a resolution come back to this board with materials colors and design. 

 
Chairman Kelly: Thank you for your presentation. 

 

 Minutes: 
 

 January 16, 2008 
 

 Chairman Kelly: Motion to approve 

 
 Bruce Hartleben: Second 

 

 Board All Ayes. 
 

 February 20, 2008 

 
 Anne Houck: Motion to Approve 

 

 Bruce Hartleben: Second 
 

 Board All Ayes 
 

Application Review: 

 



 13 ARB Minutes 3/19/08 

  

71 Moore Ave – There is a stop work order out on the project and they have been advised to 

return to the ARB and it may be possible they will need a variance 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted By, 
 

 
Nancy Placona 

Board Secretary 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Anne Houck:  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


